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e you, for the paſt winter ſea- 


TO THE. 


GENTLEMEN 


/ 


Who ſupport the 
Win TS / 


AT THE 


OLD FURY 


Genre 


Here preſent you, according to 
your requeſt, with the ſermon. 
that concluded my ſervice a- 


ſon; which I the more readily con- 
ſented to, as it afforded me an oppor- 
tunity of gratefully acknowledging 
my obligations to 75 for the gene 
rous concern you ſhewn for my 
anden, and placing me in a ſtation, 

141 where, 


„ DEDICATION. 
where, with the bleſſing of God, I 
may hope to be more — — uſe 


1 than I might otherwiſe have ever 


1 I had conſulted my vanity or 
ambition, I cauld never have had a 
more ſenſible pratification of i it, than 
by being called to that work, in which 


by your deſire I am now engaged, 
and 11 ſeeing myſelf attended by an 
audience, not only numerous beyond 
expectation, but remarkable for their 
fortunes, politeneſs and impartial love 
and regard to truth, and in being en- 
couraged by ſuch a generous contri- 
bution, as I believe hath exceeded 
ery thing of the like nature, that 
ar h been dane, either in the Eſta- 
bliſhment, or amongſt the Niſſenters. 
 _ However, as the deſign of prong 
this Lecture was wholly. unknown to 
me, I impute its riſe and progreſs ta 
the Fach and care of — 
and think, 1 can honeſtly fay that 1 
haue no other paſſion. miſed in my 


heart 


a 


DEDICATION xy 
heart, from the acceptance I have met 
with, than gratitude to God and you, 
and a deſire of bringing glory to him, 
by being inſtrumental to promote your 
virtue and happineſs, 
Thus far all good men will wiſh 
me ſucceſs; and 'tis an addition to 
my fatisfaction that I can aſſure you. 
that wanne 2 the mi- 
niſtry, whoſe ture EX 
ence would have better qualified — 
for ſuch a work, rejoice in your friend 
ſhip to me, and will have a real ſhare 
in all the pleaſures of my ſueceſs, with 
out F g me your acceptance, or ſe- 
cretly endeavouring to prevent it. I 
could not forgive myſelf on this ocea- 
ſion, ſhould J forget to mention the 
enerous carriage of my Reverend 
aftor Mr. Ls avzs1y, whoſe diſin- 
tereſted friendſhip for me deſerves my 
beſt returns of affection and eſteem ? 
who not only chearfully complied 
with the firſt propoſal of a deſign in 
Wear of his Alen, but hath en- 
n 


1 DEDICATION. 
couraged it himſelf by his attendance 


on the Lecture, and by ſhewing the 


moſt entire ſatisfaction in all the ho- 
nourable circumſtances of it; as well 
as by vindicating the deſign of it, 
whenever he judged it expedient or 
neceſſary; an abundant proof that he 
is not governed by private intereſt, 
and that he doth not look on his AfjF- 
ſtant in any other light, than as one 


whom he values and eſteems as his 


Brother and Friend. 


Ihe thorough knowledge I had of | 


his excellent temper, 2 ered the 
call of the Church in the Old Jury, 
the more acceptable and pleaſing. 


The being joined to a man of his ex- 
tenſive charity and goodneſs, and 


called to publick ſervice in a Church, 
that abhors all impoſition upon con- 


ſcience, and the inquiſitory methods 
that have been ſometimes made uſe of, 
to draw out mens ſentiments as to 
matters of mere ſpeculation, I place 
| . the . circumſtances of 
my 
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my life. The many inſtances of 
friendſhip Ihavealready received from 
them, gives me aſſurance they will be 
well pleaſed to ſee me ina capacity of 
being ſerviceable to others beſides 
themſelves, and as chearfully aſſiſt me 
by their prayers and good wiſhes, as 
they do many of them by their freſh 
contributions in my behalt. 
l am perfuaded that no unprejudi- 
ced perſon can be an enemy to the 
avowed deſign of this Lecture, how 
unfit ſoever they may apprehend I am 
to execute it. I can aſſure the world, 
that you who were concerned in be- 
ginning and ſupporting it, had no o- 
ther view that I ever heard of, than to 
have the principles of religion fairly 
repreſented, and the evidence and 
proofs of revelation ſtated in their pro- 
per light, that your belief of Chriſti- 


anity might be firm and rational, and 


your obedience to it more regular and 
For this reaſon I judged it 2 


* 


mi DEDICATION 
ſary to begin with the great 

ples of natural reh 
only foundation upon which revela- 
tion can be ſupported, and which 


prinel- 


muſt be underſtood before any man 


is capable of judging either of the na- 
ture or evidenee of Chriftianity ; and 


I am perſuaded, that — — 
of a due knowledge of hs firſt prin- 


cplesof alf retivion,” thoſe miſtakes 


, that 
i, and 
prejudiced — 8 againſt mien 
and believing it. 

Tis with me therefore an objection 
of no weight, as I am apt to think 
*twill be none with you, that to preach 


about the Chriſtian are ow! 
have obſcured the ſimplicity o 


about natural religion, is not to preach 
Chriſt, I hope thoſe who make it 
are wiſer tllan to imagine, that natu- 
ral religio 


pong s * religion is bert. 
„ 


i which is the 


— — 


n is not part of the religion 
o Chriſt; If it be not, tis ſcarce 
worth. while to enquire at all what | 
his religion fs. If it be, then the 
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ing Chriſt; and you will think, it e. 
nough, that 1 repreſent to you the 
principles of his religion, tho I am 
not perpetually repeating his name, 


or inſiſting upon other favourite do- 


ctrines, wich have as little foundati- 


on in the goſpel of Chriſt, as in the 


reaſon of things; as if it were indeed 
any excellency, that a man muſt re- 
ſign his underſtanding, and renounce 


bi reaſon in order to believe the rofl 


reaſonable inſtitution. 

Lou, Gentlemen, will not imagine 
that I defire any ſuch converts to 
Chriſtianity. The repreſenting it in 
ſuch a light is to expoſe it to the con- 


tempt and inſults of unbelievers, who 
will not eafily be brou ght to like any 


ion merely becauſe tis irrational 


and myſterious, but will inſiſt u * 


it, that the religion of Chriſt muſt be 


underſtood before it can or ought to 
be believed, and that it muſt be pro- 


rec ta be a DAS and rational re- 
920 a gion, 


4 wo 
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ligion, before they can be under ay 


obligation to receive it. 


And indeed why ſhould not 


o_F 
man inſiſt upon theſe things? The 


only conſequence that I can imagine 
can flow from it is, not that the cauſe 


of Chriſtianity will ſuffer, which will 


ſtand the teſt of the moſt impartial 
enquiry, but that the rigid directors 
of the faith and conſciences of men 
will loſe their authority, and human 
ſchemes and creedsg that have been 
fet up in the room of Chriſtianity, 
will fall into the contempt they fo 
yy deſerve. 

I perſuade myſelf you wiſh that 
theſe conſequences may every day 
gain ground ; tis my hearty prayer, 
I affure you, to zhe Father of hyhts, 
and the 2 of truub, that all human 
authority in matters of faith may 
come to a full end, and that every 
one who hath reafort to direct him, 
and a ſoul to ſave, may be his own 
| judge 
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judge in every thing that concerns his 
eternal welfare, without any prevail- 
ing regard to the dictates of fallible 
men, or fear of their peeviſh and im- 
 cenſures. 

Theſe things have been long of no 
manner of weight with me, and it 
ſhall be part of my buſineſs in the fu- 
ture courſe of the Lecture, to perſuade 
you to pay as little regard to them as 
I do myſelf. You will 2 how to 
value thoſe, who are impartial enqui- 
rers after truth, and honeſtly endea- 
your to repteſent the truth to you 
and tis your eſteem for me upon this 
foundation only that I deſire or ex- 
pect; being fully contented with the 
office of being an belper of your joy, 
without the vain and unchriſtian pre- 
tence of having domina over your 
fawh. 

It is no mall plealure' to me, that 
to you, Gentlemen, I can ſpeak about 


matters of religion, wich all the free- 


a 2 dom 
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dom I can wiſh. I hope I ſhall uſe 
my liberty without giving any: juſt 


cauſe of offence ; tho no fear of cen- 
ſure, or ſinking intereſt ſhall keep me 
ſilent, where J apprehend the cauſe of 
God, and the Credit of City 
18 concerned. 

As I ——_— be believed in 
any thing, any farther than as I prove 
what Iaffert-by ſolid reaſon and argu- 
ment, I doubt not but you will give 
me an impartial hearing, and ſuffer 
no prejudices to prevent the acceſs of 
truth to your mind. If Iſhould prove 
the happy inſtrument of reclaiming 
any, and confirming others in the 

faith and practice of the Goſpel, I 
- ſhall eſteem it the honour, and feel it 
the daily pleaſure of my life. 

I conclude with my moſt fervent 
wiſhes to the Author of all good, that 
you may enereaſe in all the bleſſings 
of time, that you may be rich to- 
wards God, and at laſt inherit the re- 


wards 


1 


where, beſides a regard to principle, 
the kindneſs would have been leſs ho- 
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wards of glory; and with aff 
you, that I w + a much — 
Ie in the ſupports : and a 1 


have unex ctedly met with from ſo 


large and flo — fn than I 


could have done from a much larger 


proviſion in the publick Eſtabliſhment, 


nourable to me, and my proſpect of 
uſefulneſs in ſome reſpects leſs exten- 


ve. 


J am, 
GENTLEMEN, q 
your moſt obliged, 2 
affettionate and 
n. 8 ee, | 


Bat, n 8 CHAN DLER, 


4, 1728. 
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| | NE many bold attempts of late 


.| WM: _ years, E Aro the 
iss of all religion, and the 
defiance and contenpt that has been 


er particularly 55 
ſeem 10 be defegn d ly the wiſe pro- 
vialence of God, to direft Chriſtians to 
conſider and review their principles 
ny their condutt. OD 

uud then eaſil ear, that 
fome lamentable e among 
themſelves, and unnatural contentions 


and divifions, have giben the ene- 


mies ii (ge aud bis religion the great 


encouragement to their impious under- 


zakmgs,  wheeh ger have the natural 
and good effett, to awaken and alarm 
the lovers of truth and godlineſs to ſe- 
rus race Sidel proper thded- 


vours to maimain and defend their 


principles, 


that have fansfied 


Y | 
+ Bn 
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The PREFACE w 
principles, and manijeft the evidences 


| w mind, and 
are fit to comvince and perſuade fobee 
and thoughtful perfons, and 10 enable 
the lovers of truth ib triumph over 


frbrlery and fiphifiry, which ave is 


deed the umoſ puer of the aber 


Thus ſome worthy perſons, who had 
well obſerv'd the talents and capaciry, 
as well as zeal and affbctn of ny 
dear Friend and Brother, for the des 
fence of 


am happy motion to engage bim in that = 
Lefture, during the winter-ſeaſon ; 
which has produced a courſe of Ser. 
mons, to lay the ſolid and unchangea- 
ble foundations of all true reli gion, 
which ] have attended with grea# 
pleaſure and ſatisfattion, which had 
the refpets of @ great audience, and 
the approbation of thofe much more 
JOY Judicions 
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Judicions than I can think myſelf, and 


won d be 1 doubt not 'a great benefit 10 
many, were they to appear, with this 
excellent. concluding diſcourſe. 


However, this | concluſion of the 
_ whole matter, the ſum of all religion, 
the chief end and zrueft glory of it, the 


doing the commandments of God. and 
Chii/t, was ſo happily repreſemed and 
urged, that many were importunate 
and not to bs denied the publication of 
zhus aſrourſe. 

Here is no ſe Hor ate and party view 
in 1 the aiconrſe, tis the common con- 
cern and intereſt of all men, to know 
and pracliſe what is right and good. 
Tis ibe right and duty of all io en- 


capable of. 
It is not a. juſt matter of complains 
or reproach, if, when the main fore 


zrefs of Chriſtianity is aſſaulted, the 
ſuburbs, that have. been built in times 
of ſecurity and peace, for the. intereſt. 


guire aſter truth, and the way to all 


hh ba ons that God has made them 


ot 4 — a 
- 


The PREFACE: xvyn 
and humour of private perſons, be de- 
moliſ d and remov'd, I have good 
reaſon to be aſſur d, that it is not any 
hatred or contempt of any parties or 
perſons among Chriſtians, on account 
of their different apprehenſion or modes 
of expreſſing them ; but a pure zeal 


of the Chriſtian religion, that all au- 
#horily and forms but thoſe of Chriſ 
and his Apoſiles are fo earneſily dif+ 


claimed and renounced. 


Inated, what generons mind can 


fee the moſt glorious and important 
cauſe weaken'd and injur d, merely 10 


ſupport the authority and intereſt of 


prrvate perſons or ſome particular ſo- 


cietyꝰ or ſee men of known and ap- 


prov'd loyaliy aud fidelity to their King 


and Country, to Chrift and his Rett- 


gion, drsfranchis d of their 
and common liberties by the 
fome particular Corporation or (m. 


Hus, 


9397 
1 * 4 ® & * 
a ws d'+. +? 1 
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for truth and the honour and defence 


-laws of 


\ 4h * 
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The inquiſitive reader will bere find 
all encouragements to examine impar- 
rally and ſoberly into all the great 
Poinis of natural religion and all the 


pretenſions of the Chriſtian religion to 


dine authority and revelation ; and 
the Chriſtian is urged with all poſſible 
aſfection and folemnity to — the 
doctrine of God our Faviour, be is 
warned againſt all the abuſes of knows 
ledge and pretenſions to liberty, and 


muſt einher ſet himſelf in earneſt to 


prove his faith and love by a ſuutable 
prattice, or fland condemn'd of ſlight»: 
ing and forgetting ſome of the moſt pa- 
thetict entreaties and forcible wards 
that he can have from the pulp. or 
the preſs. I cannot but hope that the. 
drome bleſſing will canſe ſome good 
frun of this diſcourſe to abide on them 
that heard it, and to ſpring up in 
thoſe that peruſe it, and that none un- 
der ſuch mſtruftions will decerve theme 


ſelves, and glory enher. in knowledge 


of Berry, eee 


* 
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The PREFACE mix 
them to ſantify and cleanſe their beargs, 
and puri) their ſouls in obeying. the 
eruth, 'fince it is hereby only that a 
do know that we know' Chriſt if we 
keep” bir command ments. I J ohn II. 

May that worthy Society that have 
fo happily engaged and honourably 
ſupported my dear Friend and Brother. 

in Jo important u ſervice,” reap the 
fruns of it in growing knowledge, con- 


virtue; joyful hopes, and a full ma- 
? 


firmed grace, JShimmng and e. 


w_ and meeineſs for the bleſſed 
, oO 9 
May the health and vigour of one 
fo well diſposd to ſerve Chriſt in the 
goſpel-minifiry, who has under many. 
difficulties and diſcouragements main- 
tam d his integrity, and exerted him- 
ſelf in the glorious Cauſe of Pure Ne- 
ligion and Chriſtian Liberty, be conti». 
nued and encreaſed for the good of 
many; and to ſupply the defeits, and 
affift the ſincere endeavours of one tru- 


reader join their fervent prayers, with | 


vill and imitate the example and do 


r . 
_ * = 


xx The PREFACE. | 
by ſenſible how unequal and mſuffcis | 
ent be 1s to the great charge devolved 
on him. Wherem may every ſerious © 


him whoſe heart's deſire and prayer it | 
is, that they may be ſaved, and obtain | 
the ' happineſs of thoſe that know the 


tbe commandments of our Lord and 
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ye know theſe things, happy are | 
2855 ye F ye do them, | 


— — —— o—. 


ti 


Nowledge and praftice are bath of 
| | them eſſentially neceſſary to the cha- 
| rater of a Chriſtian. Without the 
former, there can be no rational re- 
guar virtue; without the latter, knowledge | 
becomes deſtitute of its proper influence and 

> worth: and therefore it is what every man 

| owes to himſelf, firſt to cndeayour after the 
| genuine principles of truth, and then to im- 4 
prove the things he underſtands to the put. 
pos of an holy virtuous life; ſince that 

nowledge only is valuable in itſelf, 'or can 

be of any real ſervice to men, that betters 
their terpers, and reforms their lives; that 


rends to adorn and peng their narures, 4 


o 


4222 
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to prepare them for that ſtate of happineſs, 
which the Great Creator hath made them 
capable of enjoying. 15 

In the courſe of this lecture, in which by 
your deſire I engaged, I have been endea- 
youring to eſtabliſh you in the belief of the 
nobleſt and moſt important principles of reli- 
ion. I have ſhewn you, that there is a Be- 
ing ſtrictly and properly eternal, which had 
never any beginning of his exiſtence, that 
this Being exiſts by an abſolute neceſſity of 
his nature; that therefore the only reaſon of 
his exiſtence is from himſelf, viz. the poſſeſ- 
ſion of all poſſible perfection; that this eter- 
nal Being is not material, or matter digeſted 
into any particular form or ſyſtem, but ſpiri- 
tual and immaterial; that he is a vital, ſelf- 
conſcious active Being, endowed with the 
moſt perfect liberty, infinitely wiſe and pow- 
erful and good; that he is Creator of the uni- 
verſe, by whom the original maſs was called 
into being, and by whoſe words the worlds 
were framed, or the preſent order and ſyſtem 
of things was contrived and eſtabliſhed. 
From hence we argued the reality and ne- 
ceſſity of a providence, or that there is a con- 
tinued exertion of the power of the firſt cauſe, 
in ſapporting and preſerving the eſſences of 
things, and the ſeveral properties that belong 
to their particular natures ;* and in wiſely 
over-ruling and governing then according 


To the reſpective powers. and tagakies he hath 
by " 1 


"neceſſary to Happineſs, 3 
imparted to them. I have ſhewn you, that 
this principle is not only certain in itſelf, and 
neceſlarily conſequent from the being and per · 
fections of a God, bur infinitely deſirable by 
all wiſe and conſiderate men, who have any 
regard for the welfare and peace of ſocieties, 
the ſatisfaction and ſecurity of their preſent 
beings, or their happineſs in a future better 
ſtate ; as well as infinitely preferable to the 
atheiſtic ſchemes of fatality and chance; by 
the former of which, all virtue and vice are 
abſolutely confounded, the neceſſity, advan- 
tage and juſtice of human government and 
laws deſtroyed, and man degraded into mere 
matter and mechaniſm; by the latter, the 
affairs of the univerſe left in a ſtate of the 
utmoſt confuſion and diſorder, and the lives, 
poſleſſions and pleaſures of men rendered ab- 
ſolutely uncertain and precarious. t 

From theſe grand principles flow all the 
duties of natural religion, which, as being 
founded in the nature and reaſon of things, 
are unalterably the ſame, and of perpetual 
and univerſal obligation, and which therefore 
every icular OS of religion, that hath 
Cod for its author, muſt contain and incul- 
cate. From hence I took occaſion to repre- 
ſent to you, how exact an agreement there 
js between natural and revealed religion, or 
between the religion of truc natural reaſon 
and the goſpel, in thar the grand principles of 
both are entirely the 2 ſuch as the * 
- \ » 2 0 
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of a God, and a providence, and of Gods 
being a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
him; becauſe the ſame duties are enjoined 
and enforced by each of them, ſuch as the 
worſhip of God in ſpirit and in truth, the 
raiſing him for his mercies, the addrefling 
im by fervent ſupplications for the mercies 
we want, confidence in his power and good- 
neſs, and ſubmiſſion to his will; juſtice and 
charity towards men, or that whatſoever 
things are honourable, juſt, pure, lovely, of 
report, virtuous and praiſe-worthy, we 
ould think of them, and conſtantly do them; 
and finally, the due regulation and govern- 
ment of our paſſions and affections: The 
great motives alſo ro enforce the praftice of 
theſe duties are the ſame in natural and reveal- 
ed religion, ſuch as the reaſonableneſs of vir- 
tue in itſelf its neceſſity to make ſocieties 
and individuals happy, a becoming regard to 
the divine authority and perfections, a due 
care to avoid the diſpleaſure of God, and to 
ſecure his approbation; the hopes of his aſſi- 
ſtance in well- doing, and of being accepted 
and rewarded by him hereafter for our obe- 
dience to his will. And whatever there is 
peculiar to the Chriſtian Revelation, I have 
in a general view ſhewn you, that it is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the higheſt reaſon, agree · 
able to our beſt notions of the divine attri- 
bates, and is deſigned to ſtrengthen the mo- 
tiyes of natural religion, and to render —— 
9 — K ure 


neceſſary tw Happineſs. 7 
ſecure the practice of true virtue, and the 
happineſs of men; and that therefore every 
fober Deiſt, who believes che being and pers 
fections of God, and the obligations to moral 
virtue, is by his own principles led highly to 
eſteem and heartily to believe the Chriſtian 
Revelation. 7 | | 

Theſe are the main things I have been re- 
preſenting to you in the courſe of this lecture, 
and if I have ſet them before you in their 
proper light, and ſupported them with ſuch 
arguments as have convinced your judgments 
of the truth and importance of them, if ye 
fnow and believe them, happy will you be if * 
you do them, or live ſuitably to the influence 
of them. I 

Lou will eaſily perceive, that by theſe diſ- 
courſes I have paved my way for treating 
more particularly of the principles and do- 
ctrines of revelation, to which I ſhall confine 
mylelf, if God preſerve. my life to another 
ſeaſon. I am indeed very ſenſible, that fuch 
ſubjects as I have inſiſted on, are not v& 
ry agreeable to every taſte; eſpecially to 
theirs who think Chriſtianigy glorious on- 
ly as myſterious, and that tis the mais 
excellency of a Chriſtian to believe heat- 
tily what is incapable of being ever under- 
ſtood; and who therefore can reliſh no di 
courſes, that are nat upon abſtruſe and meta- 


hyſical queſtions, and ſhaped according to 
forme certain ſyſterns, which, as 79 words and 


| | ö 5 
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things, are as tenaciouſly maintained, as tho? 
they were the pure and undefiled religion of 
Chriſt himſelf; I ſhou d rather ſay, as tho 
they were preferable to the religion of his 
goſpel: ſince if a man profeſſes never ſo ſe- 
riouſly to believe this, it will not be thought 
ſufficient to his obtaining the character of a 
good orthodox Chriſtian, unleſs he believes a 
great deal more, or at leaſt profeſſes to be- 
lieve in certain hard technical words, which 
ate the proper marks of the ſoundneſs of his 
judgment, and are to diſtinguiſh him from all 
other ſorts of Chriſtians whatſoever. 

As for myſelf, I can patiently bear the cen- 
ſures of ſuch men, 2 openly de- 
clare, that I pay reverence to no words but 
thoſe of God in the ſacred writings, nor to 
any names as authorities in matters of faith 
bur thoſe of Chriſt and his apoſtles ; and that 
the true reaſon why I eſteem and believe 
Chriſtianity is not, - becauſe tis a myſterious 
and unintelligible inſtitution, but becauſe tis 
a plain religion, and eaſy to be underſtood, 
Whatever indeed can be proved to be a ge- 
nuine doctrine of the great Author and Fi- 
niſber of my faith, or of thoſe who wrote by 
the inſpiration of his Spirit, I reckon myſelf 
.obliged for that reaſon to believe, as far as I 
can underſtand it, and truſt in God that I 
ſhall never willingly reſiſt the evidence of 
truth: And as I can with the greateſt ſince- 
;ity declare, that in the courſe of this lectutę 
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I have had no other view, than to ſupporr 
the main principles of religion, and to lead 
you to, and confirm you in the belief of Chri- 
ſtianity upon a ſolid rational foundation, I ami 
abundantly content, how much ſoever our 


_ deſign hath been cenſured and reproached by 


ſome who ſhould know better, and by others 
whoſe ignotrance and bigotry is their excuſe, 
with the hopes that I have approved myſelf to 
God and my own conſcience, and that I have 
been acceptable to you, who have favoured 
me with your attendance; whom to ſerve in 
your molt valuable intereſts, I ſhall eyereſteem 
my honour, as it will be my great happineſs 
and pleaſure. | 

The practice of religion undoubtedly can 
neyer be ſupported but by real knowledge, 
nor the belief of Chriſtianity be rational or 
Juſt, unleſs ſuch belief be the fruit of evidence 
and conviction. This is the firſt thing inti- 


mated by our Saviour in my text. If ye know 


theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, which 
words plainly ſuppoſe that knowledge is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to practice; that the nature 
of true religion muſt be firſt underſtood, be- 


fore the end and deſign of it can be complied 


with. And of conſequence men muſt rake 
the proper meaſures to obrain this knowledge: 
they muſt enquire what the certain and ge- 
nuine principles of religion are, what the du- 
ties that neceſſarily reſult from them, and what 


are the proper rational motives to a ſuitable 


5 4 behaviour. 
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behaviour. The reaſonable A of man 
kind, if impartially uſed, will lead them to 
juſt and certain concluſions in theſe things; 
by which concluſions they muſt, and will be 
abundantly able to judge of all doctrines that 
are recommended to their belief by any per- 
ſons, whether they pretend to revelation, or 
not. For cither the pretences of all in gene- 
ral, who ſet up for inſtructors of others, mult 
4 be received and believed, or there muſt be | 
1 ſome certain rules whereby we mult judge, 
iv whether ſuch pretences are juſtly ſupported 
1 or not. If the latter be granted, 5 
it will, theſe rules muſt not be drawn from 
| any thing peculiar to ſuch claims, or pretend- 
_ ed revelations ; ſince whether they are true * 
| or falſe, they will undoubtedly endeavour to | 
| 
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| cure their own reputation and authority; 
but muſt be prior to, and independent of 
them, and founded in the reaſon and nature 
Of conſequence. if we would be rational 
| f Chriſtians, as to our belief, we muſt impar- 717 
it tially examine, whether Chriſtianity. as a te- | 
velation from God is ſupported by proper 4 
evidence: We muſt compare its deſcriptions . 


of God and his perfections, its account and 
ſyſtem of moral duties, and ig 222 
encouragements to virtue and piety, Wi 
goodneſs, which our reaſon leads us to, ang 
examine impartially what is that * evi⸗ * 
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dence; by which it ſupports its claim to be 4 


teligion from God. And if we are convins 
ced from the nature and internal conſtitu- 
tion of Chriſtianiry, and the clearneſs and 
certainty of the outward evidence that at- 
tends it, that it hath God for its author; then 
the belief and reception of it will be rational 
and virtuous, and we ſhall be led by our own 
convictions to a ſuitable practice. For the 
more throughly men underſtand 'the nature 
and deſign of it, and the more firmly they 
are perſuaded that it is a religion from God, 
the more ſteady, laſting and uniform will 
their obedience to it be; of greater worth 
and value in itſelf, and the more pleaſing to 
that God, who requires only a reaſonable 
ſervice from us. 


 - Whereas if we do not underſtand the full 


evidence there is for the truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, if we take up our notions of it upon 
truſt, or if our knowledge of its main princi- 
ples be defective; the natural conſequence is, 
either that we ſhall be immoral in our practice, 
or that our obedience will be but partial, or 
that in time we ſhall throw off the belief of 
the Chriſtian religion, and run into Deiſm; 
or downright. Atheiſm. For what is there 
that can influence any man to that univerſal 
piety and virtue which the goſpel recom- 
mends, but an hearty rational conviction, that 
it is a revelation from God, and that there- 


| fore cvery duty is enforced by the divine au- 
5 b w 


thority. 
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thority. A ſteady virtue is the natural pro- 
duce of a rational faith; but if the proofs of 
Chriſtianity be not known, our aſſent to the 
truth of it muſt be both unreaſonable and 
weak; and if our belief be uncertain and wa- 
vering, it can never have power ſufficient, 
habitually to controul men's ſinful paſſions, or 
to engage them in a regular diſcharge of thoſe 
duties, which are not to be practiſed without 
great reſolution, difficulty and labour. 

Or if men have taken up their notions of 
Chriſtianity from others, without having ever 
taken the pains to compare the doctrines they 
have been taught with the principles of na- 
rural religion, or their own notions of it which 
they have imbibed, with. the plain declara- 
tions of the goſpel of Chriſt; it is, I think, 
no wonder, that inſtead of believing real Chri- 
ſtianity, they ſhould entertain ſentiments that 
are really diſhonourable to it, and deſtructive 
of it, or that they ſhould be deficient in the 
practice of ſome of the moſt excellent virtues 
it recommends to us; that they ſhould place 
the whole of it in the belief of ſome favourite 
opinions, expect to be juſtiſied in a method 
that abolotely deſtroys the value, efficacy 
and neceſſity of moral virtue; and that they 
ſhould cenſure and condemn others, as out 
of God's favour, and unfit for Chriſtian com- 
munion, who ſee reaſon to differ from them. 
For as men, who have no other foundation 
on which to raiſe their reputation and cha- 
6% ” — racter, 
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rafter, but the dominion they claim over the 
faith and conſciences of others, will be fare td 
repreſent all the doctrines they teach as ſacted 
and of the higheſt importance, and as neceſſary 
to be allcred in order to ſalvation, as the za. 
lots in all parties have ever done; ſo an impli- 
eite faith in their deciſions naturally leads to 
error in judgment; and ſuch miſtakes in the 
eſſentials of religion, when they are eſteemed 
as the doctrines of God, as naturally produce 
degrees of vice in the behaviour. And it is 
an obſervation, that I believe every thought- 
ful man muſt have made, that ſuch who have 
never honeſtly and impartially examined the 
nature of Chriſtianiry, and have underſtood 
the leaſt of it ; have been moſt forward and 
warm to cenſure and condemn others, as well 


as ſadly defeftive in their obſervance of the 


rules of juſtice in their commerce and dealings 
with others; from a miſtaken opinion, that 
an orthodox belief is the great command of 
the goſpel, and will atone and compenſate 
for an immoral and vicious conduct. | 
But this is not all; for I apprehend that 
the entertaining principles as Chriſtian do- 
arines by an implicite faich, or upon the au- 
thotity of others, without carefully examining 


into the truth of them our (elves ; tends very 


much, and hath actually led many to down- 
tight infidelity. They have been brought up 
in a ſet of notions, which they have enter- 
tained as the great eſſentials of Chriſtia- 
EA.. C 2 nity ; | 
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nity; their teachers have warmly preſſed 


the belief of them; they have after their 


way endeavoured to prove them, by ſome 
certain ſounds and unconnected paſſages 
of ſcripture, and repreſented the belief of 
them as neceſſary to ſalvation, and all doubts 
of the truth of them as ſymptoms of a 
graceleſs ſtate and a reprobate mind, and the 
rejection of them as an apoſtacy from the 


Chriſtian faith, and a denial of the Lord that 


bought them. When afterwards ſuch perſons 


have worn off the prejudices they have la- 
bouted under, and more carefully examined 


into theſe matters, they find great objections 


againſt the notions they have received, and 
perhaps ſee that they are ſo far from being 
the eſſential doctrines of any true religion, 
that they are certain proofs that that religion 
muſt be falſe, which contains and inculcates 
them. And therefore as they have been 
taught, as well as apprchended from ſome 
miſtaken paſſages of ſcripture ,, that theſe 


things are the main points of Chriſtianity, for 
this reaſon they have entirely rejected the 


whole of it: I have too much reaſon to think; 
that this is the caſe of many inquiſitive men, 
and therefore our regard for our common 
Chriſtianity, and the honour and ſuccels of 
it, ſhould keep us from being over-warm and 
poſitive in aſſerting any particular explication 
of diſputable points, to be the eſſential and 
fundamental doctrines of the goſpel. For tho 


ſuch 


- 
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ſuch a zeal may be pleaſing to a party, and 


_ qualify men to be the leaders of it, yet it can 


never be for the conviction of ſober enqui- 
rers; who will ſcarce ever be brought to 
think, that opinions difficult in themſelves, 
of little or no influence as to practice, and li- 
able to everlaſting diſputes, can be the main 
and eſſential doctrines of a revelation from 
God, which can only be deſirable or valuable, 
as it is deſigned for the common inſtruction 
and benefit; and as it givesus the plaineſt di- 
rections as to our faith and practice. | 
To avoid therefore theſe errors and ex- 
tremes, I would preſs on you an impartial 
examination, and a rational unprejudiced en- 
quiry. Nothing can be more pleaſing to the 
God of truth ; it is your privilege and duty 
as men, and allowed you by the expreſs war- 
rant of revelation, which commands you to 
prove all Pings, and to hold faſt that only 
find to be good. It is neceſſary to 
preſerve you from a mean dependence on, 
and ſervile ſubjection to others, and to ſecure 
the, liberty and approbation of your conſcien- 
ces ; to your underſtanding wherein true re- 
ligion conſiſts, and what it is that God re- 
quires of you, in order to your preſent accep- 
rance and future happineſs. Take heed that 
you be not biaſſed by any irregular paſſions 
and affections, . or by any fecret love to a vi- 
cious courſe, Lay no ſtreſs upon the aſſer- 
tions of weak and fallible men, nor let any 
SO 4 authority 


; * 5 * & * 0 
14 Niouledge and Praclice 
authority influence you but that of God and 
truth. Let even your belief of Chriſtianity, 
the nobleſt improvement of natural religion 
that ever was, be the effect of honeſt enqui- 
1 and full conviction; and take your notion 
and account of it, not from any human ſum- 
maries or deſcriptions of it, which will ever 
be as imperfect as the authors of them, but 
from thoſe authentic and infallible records, 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and the writings of his 
apoſtles. The Son of God, to whom we are 
- accountable for our faith and practice as Chri- 


ſtians, will never upbraid us for not ſubmit- 


ting our conſciences to thoſe, whom he hath 
never commiſſioned to exerciſe dominion over 
them, nor for our not believing in him be- 
fore we ſaw reaſon to do it, and were con- 
vinced of the truth of his holy religion; but 
will behold with pleaſure your diligence in 
purſuing after truth, and by his good ſpirit 
preſerve you from all fatal and deſtructive er- 
rors, and lead you into every truth which is 
neceſſary to be known in order to ſalvation. 
He delights in willing converts, rather than 
in implicite and haſty believers, and had ra- 
ther that men ſhould become Chriſtians from 
conſcience and principle, than from educa- 
tion, prejudice and cuſtom. And when mens 
faith is from judgment and ſtrong conviction, 
they are then, and only then diſciples worthy 
their great Lord and Maſter, who, when he 
was upon carth, ſubniictett himſelf and hit 
* 2 = | x pretenſions 
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pretenſions to be tried by the nature of his 
doctrines, and the wonderful works he per- 
formed, and expreſsly declared of the Jews, 
amongſt whom he preached, that if ye were 


blind ye ſhould have no ſim, if ye were inca- 


pable of perceiving the evidence I give of my 
divine miſſion your unbelief would not be cri- 
minal; but now ye ſay, We ſee, therefore 

ſim remains, ſince either they were con- 
vinced by his doctrines and miracles, that 
he was the Meſſiah, and yet thro' worldly 
policy rejected him contrary to their convi- 
ctions; or becauſe their vicious habits and 
prejudices rendered them incapable of that 
conviction they would otherwiſe have recei- 
ved, this was that which made their infide- 


lity ſo offenſive to God, and brought down 


vengeance and deſtruction upon their heads. 
Now if when Chriſt himſelf was upon earth, 
and taught his own religion among men, his 
hearers. had the liberty ro examine imparrially 
into the nature and proofs of his pretenſions, 
and judge according to the evidence that was 
offered them without danger; undoubredly 
we have a ſtronger right to the ſame liberty, 
who live at ſo great a diſtance of time from 
the firſt publication of Chriſtianiry, and whq | 
can know nothing of the nature or proof of 
it, without a diligent and careful examination 
and enquiry. i 

It is too true, that knowledge may be, and 


too often is ſeparated from practice, and that 


many 
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many think tis enough if they believe well; 
tho' they live ever ſo ill; tho one would think; 
that there can be no other valuable end of 


knowledge, than the making men truly vir- 


tuous and holy, and tho nothing can be 
more certain, than that true religion conſiſts 


on 


not ſo much in ſpeculation as practice. It is 


indeed much the eaſier matter, to attain to 


ſome knowledge _ truth, or which is 
too generally the caſe, for men to perſuade 
themſelves 5 the belief of ſome certain prin- 
ciples as true, than to mortify and govern 
their paſſions, and lead ſober, righteous and 
godly lrves, which is the ſubſtance of religi- 
on, and the great deſign of the appearance 
of the grace of God in the goſpel. Truths 


of the greateſt importance are plain and ob- 


vious enough, and ſoon found out by common 
meaſures of diligence and enquiry, becauſe 
the reaſon and conſciences of men lead them 
as naturally to diſcern them, as any kind of 
propoſitions whatſoever; and unleſs they ſhut 
their eyes, and remain in wiltulz ignorance, 
they can no more help diſcerning them, than 
they can perceiving the light in the midſt of 
day. And when once they are known, they 
generally make ſuch deep impreſſions on the 


mind, as that they are ſeldom loſt and parted 


with, tho the ops influence of them is too 
often prevented. 


_ is much more difficult, thro' the ſtrength 
0 


our appetites and paſſions, and the bad 
| examples 


For the practice of true re- 
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examples and cuſtoms of the evil world we 


lue in, and becauſe it is the ſervice of our en- 


tire lives, and therefore requires continued ap- 


plication, watchfulneſs and care. Hence the 


generality chooſe the caſier part, and ate for 
commuting with Almighty God, 1 con- 
tent with knowing, or imagining that they 
do know — * will, without ever be- 
ing at the pains to do it; and therefore I 
ſhall conclude the ſervice: of this ſeaſon, by 
ſhewing you, that the true end of all know: 


le to God merely. r his good belief, 
unleſs his faith influences him to all-the Vit» 
tues of a Chriſtian life. _ - ! 

And this is abundantly evident Kan ch 

reaſon and nature of « Pay becauſe” bare 
knowledge cannot be either really el is to 
the: perſon himſelf that hath it, nor, can it 
render him uſeful and ſerviceable to others; 
and therefore being thus abſolutely ineffectu- 
al as to every valuable purpoſe of life, it can 
never ſecure him of che divine and | 
favour.” - 


. Mere knowledge i is of ho gh Aue te 


a-man's (elf; it is not _ 1 pre- 
paration for real happineſs. For if he believes 
the beſt of truths in the whole world, 
and yet hath not learnt thereby to govern his 
affections and paſſions, and to ſubdue his vi- 
„ — be 
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ledge is practice, and that no man can be acq- 


. Himſelf, when he c 
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extremely in his own temper and 
diſpoſition; true happineſs depending on a 
regular ſtare of the mind, and not upon un- 
ative principles and notions. Pride and an- 
ger, hatred and malice and che like, are in 
their nature uncaſy and turbulent paſſions, and 
he who is ſubject to the influence of them, 
cannot be in a condition to take any ſolid 


and laſting pleaſure in the review of truth, 


Yea rathet, if at any time he is capable of at- 
tending to the conſideration of the nobleſt 
truths, the uneaſineſs of his own mind muſt 
be doubly increaſe For who is there that 
can feriouſly: refleck on the ſupreme Being, as 
poſſeſſed of every poſſible perfection, as abſo- 
lutely free from every diſorder and impotency 
of mind, and therefore as infinitely happy and 
bleſſed ; withour being highly diſpleaſed with 


glorious a Pattern, and thereby diſcerns how 
vaſtly unlike he is, in his own temper, to this 
moſt excellent and amiable Being? If to con- 
fider God in fuch a view yields any pleaſure 


to the mind, it muſt needs create in us the 


higheſt pain, when we conſider ourſelves in 
— — hn one. Or who 
can refle& on the excellent nature and con- 
tirution of the Chriftian religion, which re- 
corurnends to us meekriefs, cha- 
riry, love, and all other virtues, by the glori- 
dus example of the Son of God; wirhout be- 

M. 


ompares himſelf wich ſo 
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ing concerned and uneaſy, to find himſelf eu- 


tite y deſtitute of them, and under the 
and influence of thoſe contrary luſts and paſs 
——— 

hriſt, ſo oblige and perſuade him 
to ſubdue ? — — 
lief of divine truths, attended to, muſt great - 
ly diſtreſs the conſcience of a bad man, fo far 
will they ever be from yielding him any ſolid 
and laſting ſatisfaction. For who can rake 
pleaſure in beholding the diſorders and ble- 
miſhes of his nature, or love to ſee himſelf in 
a glaſs, that only diſcovers to him his own 


ly become pleaſing and Ladet when by 


che influence of them we learn to calm, and 


chearfully enjoyi 3 
ſent world, wad the higher 
better. „ 
2. Nor doth mere knowled 
man uſeful to others. For of what ſe 
to the world can unactive principles be? What 
doth it ſignify that a man underſtands the 
rules of virtue, or the theory of religion; if 
he acts contrary to the diftares and SS 
of it, or doth not iſe thoſe duties of ſo- 
cial life which it enjoyns him? If he can give 
the trueſt deſcriptions of God, and of his na- 
tural iin of what ſervice 


o 
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is he to others, if he doth not ' reverence the 
one, and imitate the other? If he underftands 
all the branches of the great duties of juſtice 
and charity, and is perſuaded of the neceſſity 
and obligation of them, upon the moſt ſolid 
foundations of reaſon; what are his acquain- 
tance, his family, or the ſociety he belongs 
to, the better for all this, if in his own be- 


haviour he is habitually unjuſt and unchari- 


table? The happineſs of mankind is not to be 
ſupported by our mere private opinions, but 
by the conformity of our practice to the good 

rinciples we entertain. And therefore if in 
— of the more difficult and diſputed points 
of religion, a man is really miſtaken, and 
thro the weakneſs of his underſtanding falls 
into error; yet if by his belief of plainer mat- 
ters, he is diſpoſed to beneficence, juſtice 
and charity, he is a much better Chriſtian, 


and in a much fafer ſtate, than another who 


is more ſound in the faith, and believes eve- 
ty article aright, and yet is cenſorious and eru- 
el in his temper, and unrighteous in his deal- 
ings with others. The errors of his under- 
ſtanding a man cannot always avoid, nor doth 
the peace and welfare of ſocieties require that 
he ſhould; bur immorality and vice every man 
may, and ought to avoid; and if he doth not, 
the. real or imaginary ſoundneſs of his faith 
will not prevent his being puniſhed by God, 
his future judge, as a worker of iniquity, nor 
| prevent 
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rome as far as he acts contrary 
C 


eee ti ting court bythe il: 
to the 


k welfare, which the magiſtrate by his of- 


-fice is obliged to maintain 1 . 


From hence it is evident, chat mers know - 


14 ledge or faith can never recommend any man 
to the divine acceptance and favour, whether 
his belief is the effect of rational conviction, 


or whether he hath taken it up by education 


and chance. In the latter ca — 
the . any one entertains can be nb 
more p 


ng to God, than the colour or fa- 
ſhion of his cloaths, the former of which he 
owes only to the caprice of his fancy, the o- 
ther to the cuſtom of the country where he 


dwells ; and to imagine that the ſupreme wiſ- 


dom can. be in love with men for opinions 
which they have no other reaſons to enter- 
rain, is to degrade him beneath the character 


of a wiſe man, and to repreſent him as on 2 


level with the very weakeſt of men. In the 
former caſe, if our principles are the fruit of 
diligent enquiry and imparrial ſearch, yet tis 
evident that the virtue of it conſiſts, not 
in the believing what we are convinced is 
true, but in the care we have taken to in- 
form our judgments, and attain to the know- 
ledge of truth. For when we are once con- 
vinced of the truth of any propoſition, our aſ- 
ſent to it as true is unavoidable and neceſſa- 
ry; and of conſequence there can be no more 

vixtue 
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virtue in ſuch an aſſent after full convition, | 
Sun there is in Ceing the fon at noon-day;, 
hen our eyes are to reveies;the eays of 
ir. No. That which renders out faith accep- 
table to God, as ſuch, or as ſeparated from 

practice, and the proper influence of ir, is the 
ate we have taken in our enquiries aftertruth, | 
and a ſuitable diſpoſition of mind in us, to 
teceiye and ſubmir to the evidence of it, | 

Now ſuppoſing even this to be the caſe, | ; 
that a man's principles are all of them the re- 
ſult of impartial enquiry, and the fruit of full . | 
conviction, which is the ſtrongeſt and moſt | 
Aavourable view in which I can place this | 
matter; yet can it be poſſible that without a 
luitable practice they can recommend him to | 
the divine acceprance and favour? If they 
can, it will then follow, either that true reli 
gion conſiſts entirely in theory and ſpeculati- 
on, or that a man may be ſaved without any 
religion at all. But both af theſe ſuppoſitions 
are abſolutely contrary, not only to the plain- 
eſt declarations of the Chriſtian revelarion, but 15 
to the common ſenſe and reaſon of mankind, 
For reaſon evidently teaches us, that know- 
ledge or faith is not properly religion, bur - 
ought always to be conſidered as the grand | 
helps and neceſſary means to promote the 
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practice of it: It doth not conſiſt ſo much 
in knowing that God is, and that he is an 
infinitely wiſe and good and juſt and rus 


our paſſions and affections, and in exerci 


fe& Being, and in imitating b 
ſtice and charity as fas as we are capable; This 
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ful Being, the Creator, Preſerver and Gover- 
nour of the world, but in our adoring and lo- 
ving and praiſing him as ſuch; in owning 
our dependance on him, and ſubmitting our 


ſelves to his will, and in being careful to fc. 


cure his favour, by a chearful and univerſal: 
obedience to his commands. Much leſs dotii 
it conſiſt in our believing ourſelves elected and 
choſen from eternity to ſalvation, that Chriſt 
died for us excluſive of others, or in our ap- 
plying to ourſelves the benefits of ſalvation, 


unleſs by virtue and piety we labour to make 


our calling and election ſure; unleſs we dis an- 
to ſm, undet the influence of this belief, thar 
Chriſt died for us, and lead thoſe holy lives, 
which is our immediate and only title chro” 
Chriſt, to the benefits of redemption purcha- 
Tage religion and undefiled before Gag ond 
ure 7 e 
the Father, * viſit the fatherleſs and wi- 
dow, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the 
world ; it is to be beneficent, juſt and good, 
and to abſtain from the pollutions of the. world 
thro Iuft. It conſiſts in being perfet?' as. God 
15 perfect in maintaining that regular ſtate of 


thoſe holy and virtuous diſpoſitions of mi ] 
which will cauſe us to teſemble che moſt per- 
his works of ju- 


is the en m,, 
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and revelation, and otherwiſc to repreſent it 
is to adulterate and abuſe it. And therefore: 
unle(s. a man can be ſaved without any religi- 
on at all, he cannot be ſaved by his khow- 
ledge; or faith unleſs it produce the genu- 
ine fruits of righteouſneſs. And if he who 


pretends to be the moſt orthodox belicvet, 


and to have the ſoundeſt notions in matters 
of religion, ſhould prove at laſt a wicked man 
in practice, he will have as little claim to the 
mercy and acceptance of God, from the prin - 
ciples of revealed religion, as he hath from na- 
tural; which expreſsly declares, that every 
ane uiho works rig hieouſueſs and fears Cod, 
it in all nations accepted of. him, and that to 
thoſt who are contentious, and obe) nat the 
truth, but obey unrighteoufneſs, God will ren- 
der indignation and wrath, becauſe not the 
hearers of the law, not thoſe who know what 
the la requires to be believed and practiſed, 
bat. the doers of the lam only ſball be juſti- 
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Tea, I will venture to go farther on this 


head, and to affirm that — and faith, 


unleſs they are productive of a ſuitable pra- 
Rice; will be ſo far from tecommending any 
one ta the divine mercy and favour, that from 
every notion we can form of the divine wiſ- 
dom and juſtice, either from teaſon or reve- 


lation, they muſt expoſe him to a ſeverer judg- 


+ 


ment and yengeance. For to hon 
auch 
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wo 
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nuch is given, of them much will be required! 
is a maxim of revelation, that impartial rea- 
ſon juſtifes the truth of; and thetefore if 


chere be any ſervant that knows his Lord's 
will, and prepares not himſelf, neither doth ac- 


cording to it, he ſhall, as he deſerves, be beater 


with many firipes. What can be more evi- 


dent from theſe two paſſages, than that God 
expects that our virtue and piety ſnould be in 
proportion to our knowledge; and that to un- 


derſtand his will, without preparing ourſelves 
to practiſe it, will expoſe us to an aggravated . 5 
7 WE 


puniſhment. And how juſt and r 
it that it ſhould be ſo? If indeed there are 
any, who either for want of capacity to en- 
que, or of a divine revelation to inform 

m, are ignorant of ſome part of the divine 


will, there is reaſon to think and hope, from 


the equity of the divine government, that 
proportionably leſſer virtue in practice will be 
required of them; ſince the beſt of beings 
cannot in reaſon expect more from men, than 


they are capable of performing; or that they 


fhould practiſe ſomewhat as a duty, of which 
they have no knowledge or information. But 
if they profeſs to know the will of God, if 
they glory in this, that their belief is more 
found, and er more conformable 
to goſpel truths than thoſe of others; and yet 
if after ſuch à ptoſeſſion, and in oppoſition 


co ſuch a faich, they ſhould be immoral and 
77 | E 


vicious 
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vicious in their behaviour, inſolent and proud, 
cenſorious and uncharitable, habitually intem- 
perate, or unjuſt and unrighteous in their deal- 
ings with others; is not ſuch an oppoſition in 
principle and practice exceedingly ctiminal in 
itſelf, and of conſequence mult it not be high- 
ly offenſive to God, the juſt and univerſal 
Judge ? Certainly it muſt be owned that the 
knowledge of God's will is a very great advan- 


rage and help to the doing of it. He who hath | 


his duty plainly repreſented to him, and under- 
ſtands the ſtrong and powerful motives that are 
ſet before him, with the promiſed aids to enable 
him to diſcharge it, can want no farther aſſiſt- 
ance. Every deviation from it muſt be his fault; 
and in proportion to his adyantages of know- 
ledgeand help, juſt ſo much mult that fault be 
vated, in the nature of things, and in the 
fight of God; and in proportion to the ag- 
gravation of every man's (ins, ſuch will be the 
recompence he muſt expect to receive from 
a righteous and impartial God. Such a one's 
boaſted knowledge of the truth will be his fu- 
rure condemnation, and make that condem- 
nation much more heavy and ſevere. 
And this is the impreſſion that I would 


endeavour to fix on your minds, and leave 


with you at the concluſion of my ſervice a- 
mongſt you for this ſeaſon. If your atten- 
dance on this lecture hath been as profitable 
.. to your ſelves, as it hath been pleaſing to me, 

3 2d we 
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we have great reaſon to be thankful to God; 
you for having been recalled to, or confirmed 
in your principles as Chriſtians, I for having 
been honoured by divine providence to be the 
inſtrument of ſo good a work. If I know my 
ſelf, and have any prevailing deſire, it is to 
ſerve rhe intereſt of che glorious goſpel of the 
Redeemer, whole religion, as contained in 
the facred writings, I heartily reverence and 
believe ; being fully perſuaded, after the moſt 
unprejudiced examination I am capable of ma- 
king, that ir is a religion every way worthy 
of God, and calculated in every part of it to 
render men happy, throughout the whole 
courſe of their exiſtence. This profeſſion will, 
I am aſſured, farisfy you, that I can never 


willingly oppoſe any of the genuine maxims 


of Chriſtianity ; and with this I ſhall be very 
eaſy under the cenſures of thoſe who think 
their faith will excuſe their immoralities, and 
who have no better way to defend their own 
principles than by ſpreading an evil report of 
thoſe who differ from them. For my own 
part, as I was never deſigned or fitted ro be 
the judge of men's future ſtate, I think it 04 
duty as a Chriſtian to leave every man to G 

to whom he ſtands or falls; and do not un- 
derſtand that I have any right, from nature 


or the goſpel to cenſure any thing, but plain 
inſincerity or vice. And therefore inſtead of 


condemning any ſober men for their prin 
E 2 _ ples, 
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ples, I have contented myſelf with repreſent- 
ing to you the grand principle of natural re- 
ligion in the beſt view I was capable of, and 
ſhewing you the exact and entire harmony 
and agreement that there is between it and | 
revealed; that I might perſuade thoſe of you, 33 
it any ſuch there be among you, who doubt ) 
of the truth of the Chriſtian revelation, and 
yet believe the being, perfections and provi- 
dence of God, and own the obligations to 
moral virtue and piety ; to examine impartial» 
ly che religion of Chriſt by theſe rules and 
notions, before you are determined to reject 
the belief of it; and that I might ſhew to you, 
who firmly believe the goſpel revelation, that | 
your faith as Chriſtians is truly rational, and *. 
ſupported by the ſame principles of truth, that * 
natural religion itſelf is. 5 % 
And therefore were I now to addreſs mylelf | 
to a thoughtful Deiſt, or a profeſſed Believer, "it 
my exhortation would be much the ſame, that 
your knowledge ſhould be productive of a | 


ſuitable practice. The Deiſt is by his own 
principles obliged to honour and fear and adore 
the Eternal Father and Cauſe of all things; 
to praiſe him for all the mercies he receives 


from him, and to pray to him for his conti- i 
nued favour and bleſſing ; ſteadily to practiſe 
all the virtues of a good life, and carefully to * 


abſtain from every thing that is immoral or 
wiclous in his behaviour, from the hope, tho 
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I muſtaddche uncertain hope, of afuture re- 
oompence of his obedience from God. The 
Chriſtian alſo is under the very ſame obliga- 
tions, tho from much nobler motives, and an 


abſolutely certain promiſe and proſpect of an 


eternal glorious reward. He hath every en- 
couragement and help that his foul can de- 


ſire, or his paſſions need, to engage him to a 


regular virtue and piety: He hath before him 
the cleareſt revelation of the divine will, the 


promiſe of divine aſſiſtance, - the aid of the 


molt perfect example, and the ſure views of 
the moſt durable and ſatisfying happineſs, to 
excite and influence him. And on the other 


hand, there are the moſt awful threatenings, 


that the heart of man can form any notion of, 
or his fears imagine, to be a conſtant. guard 
and check upon his actions. Good God: 
That under ſuch views, and with ſuch appre- 


henſions, there ſhould be any ſingle perſon, 
profeſſing himſelf a Chriſtian, that ſhould dare 


to indulge habitually to any of the vices that 
are forbidden him; who can venture to live 


without daily acknowledging his dependencg 
on God, to whom he is beholden for the blei- 


ſings of this life, and the better proſpects of 


another; that can allow himſelf to be uncha» 
ritable and unjuſt, and ſuffer himſelf to be go» 
verned by vicious habits and paſſions, when 
he knows and believes that for all theſe. things 
God will bring him into judgment; and that 
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* leſs than the loſs of his immortal ſoul, | 


and the forfeiture of heaven and its eternal 
| glory, will be the certain conſequences of his 
167 rang in vice. 


If chen you believe the principles chat 1 


have been ſupporting, if you are Chriſtians 
upon rational conviction and by the force of 
evidence, bear with me if I beſeech you by 
the mercies of God in: Chriſt Jeſus, by all the 
regards you bear to your own ipheſt and beſt 
intereſt, by your deſires to avoid everlaſting 
miſery, and by your hopes of obtaining eternal 
life, to adorn the doctrinè of God your Savi- 
our, by living blameleſs and harmleſs and 
| — rebuke, in the 55 00 of an evil and 
perverſe generation, as becomes the ſons of 
God, and the heirs and expectants of ever- 
lating glory. I would not that any of you 
ſhould mils of the promiſed reward ; ar 
you, who are made for the enjoyment of God, 
and the ſociety of his bleſſed an angels, ſhould 
hereafter be excluded from his Dliſfhl p preſence, 
and condemned to ſpend your eternity with 
thoſe miſerable ſpirits, who are now locked u 
under chains of darkneſs, and reſerved to t 
Judgment of the great day. No. Rather lift 


up your eyes to the bleſſed manſions above. 


See how wide the gates of heaven ſtand open 
for your reception. Nothing obſtructs your 
entrance there, but your refuſal ro enter. And 
will you, for the * of the pleaſures n 2 
hic 
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neceſſary to Happmeſs. 3x 
which are but for a moment, prevent your © 
acceſs to thoſe happy abodes, and thus be- 
come principals in your own deſtruQtion 2? 
God forbid. Remember therefore, as ever 
you would reach them, that there is but one 
way that leads to them, and that is the path 
of piety and virtue; a path that abounds with . 
the moſt ſolid pleaſures, honoured by the ſteps 
of the Son of God, made ſecure by his merits, 
and which thro' his interceſſion will infalli- 
bly lead you to cternal happineſs and glory. 


That ervice 4 ou omote 
this nd da 16 A e will 
be my fervent prayer to Goa, to whoſe almigh- 
ty bleſing J recommend you, who is willing to 
aſſiſt all your virtuous endeavours, and who 
will now accept, and hereafter plenteouſly re- 
ward them. R 
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